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TAGS: PINT GW 

SUBJ: BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG CDU ASSESSMENT OE LOWER SAXONY ELECTION 
RESULTS 

1. SUMMARY: DR. GERHARD MAHLER, STATE SECRETARY, 

POLITICAL CHIEF OF STAFF TO MIN-PRESIDENT FILBINGER, 

AND CLOSE FRIEND OF HELMUT KOHL AND KURT BIEDENKOPE, 

TOLD CONOEF JUNE 11 THAT SWITCH OF CHANCELLORSHOP FROM 
BRANDT TO SCHMIDT HAD UNDOUBTEDLY SAVED SPD TWO OR 
THREE PERCENT WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE GONE TO FDP; 

THAT CDU IN LOWER SAXONY HAD TURNED DOWN ELECTION 
ASSISTANCE FROM OUTSIDE, I.E. EROM NATIONAL PARTY 
RESOURCES; THAT KOHL CONSIDERED CDU IN LOWER SAXONY HAD 
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POLLS SINCE ELECTION SHOW THAT SCHMIDT STANDING WITH 
PUBLIC STABILIZED, AS EXPECTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. MAHLER SAID CDU EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN IN PREVIOUS 
LANDTAG ELECTIONS THAT LOCAL CDU PARTY ORGANIZATIONS BENE- 
EIT EROM OUTSIDE HELP. IN LOWER SAXONY,KOHL,BIEDENKOPE 

AND HE HAD TRIED UNSUCCESSEULLY TO GET CDU CHAIRMAN 
H ASSET .MANN TO ACCEPT ELECTION HELPERS EROM SUCCESSEUL 
HAMBURG CAMPAIGN. 

3. ASKED WHETHER THIS KIND OE CONSIDERATION WAS REALLY 
SIGNIEICANT FACTOR IN LOWER SAXONY, MAHLER CONCEDED 
THAT NOT THE CASE. HE ALSO SAID THAT CDU PUBLIC LINE 
THAT EDP HAD "DISREGARDED DEMOCRATIC RESULTS" BY JOIN- 
ING SPD RATHER THAN CDU, WITH ITS PLURALITY, WAS WEAK 
POSITION TO TAKE. HE CLEARLY IMPLIED UNHAPPINESS WITH 
IT. 

4. ASKED WHETHER ELECTION RESULTS HAD STRENGTHENED 

OR WEAKENED KOHL'S POSITION, MAHLER WAS EVASIVE, SAYING 
MERELY THAT CDU HAD NOT DONE BADLY IN PHOTO FINISH AND 
IT WAS DIFFICULT TO BE PRECISE ABOUT EFFECT OF KOHL'S 
PERSONAL INPUTS IN TERMS OF VOTES. 

5. COMMENT: MAHLER IS WELL INFORMED BEHIND-SCENES 
POLITICIAN WELL-KNOWN TO CONGEN. WE SENSE THAT HE IS 
NOT DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED BY LOWER SAXONY RESULT, BUT 
THAT RESULT IS INDEED SEEN AS SOMETHING OF AN INTERNAL 
SET-BACK FOR KOHL BY LATTER'S BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG SUP- 
PORTERS, INCLUDING MAHLER. IF OUR READING IS CORRECT, 

THEN BAV CDU LEADERS AS A WHOLE WOULD HAVE ADDITIONAL 
REASON TO LOOK TOWARD STOLTENBERG AS BEST PROSPECT FOR 76. 

WE WERE TOLD BY OTHER SOURCES PRIOR PROSPECT TO 
JUNE 9 THAT B/W CDU ALREADY WAS EVENLY DIVIDED FOR KOHL AND 
STOLTENBERG. RUCHTI 
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